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may enter the investigation. The resulting confusion and 
lack of clear authority means the federal government does 
not have an effective way to make companies safeguard 
their customers’ information or to coordinate effective 
defenses against such illegal cyber intrusions from other 
nations (“Cybercrime: Smoking Gun” 2013; Perlroth and 
Sanger 2013). Recognizing these problems, the Obama 
administration pressed Congress to pass legislation to 
effectively deal with such crimes and also put into place an 
executive order that “authorizes financial and travel sanc-
tions against anyone involved in attacks originating or 
directed from outside the country that pose ‘a significant 
threat to the national security, foreign policy or economic 
health or financial stability of the United States’” (Baker 
2015). Although systematic examination of national and 
international crime is important, we turn now to another 
macro issue: a comparison of crime across nations.

Cross-National  
Comparison  of Crimes
The vending machine was on the corner near the 
Ballantines’ house in Japan. The usual cola, candy, and 

sundries were displayed, along with cigarettes, beer, whis-
key, sake, and pornographic magazines. Out of curiosity, 
Jeanne and her family watched to see who purchased what 
from the machine, and not once did they see teenagers 
sneaking the beer, cigarettes, or porn. It turns out that the 
Ballantines were not the only ones watching! The neigh-
bors also kept an eye on who did what. Because of the 
stigma attached to deviant behavior in Japan, teens tend to 
avoid violating norms, and vigilant neighbors help keep 
the overall amount of deviance low. The many eyes in the 
neighborhood remind people that deviant behavior is 
unacceptable and provide informal social control over 
those who might be tempted to commit crimes.

Japan and the United States are both modern, urban, 
industrial countries, but their crime rates and the way 
they deal with deviant behavior and crimes differ. The 
overall crime rate in the United States is 3 times that of 
Japan, and the U.S. murder rate is almost 10 times higher. 
Japan has 0.5 murders for every 100,000 people, whereas 
the United States has 4.6 per 100,000 residents (Cowen 
and Williams 2012; FBI 2014; Spacey 2012).

How can these extreme differences in crime rates be 
explained? Researchers look at cultural differences: Japan’s 

FIGURE 6.7  Corruption Percentage Index, 2015

90–100
80–89
70–79
60–69
50–59
40–49
30–39
20–29
10–19
0–9
No data

SCORE

HIGHLY
CORRUPT

 

VERY
CLEAN

 
North

America

Europe

Australia

South
America

Asia

Africa

Note: Data for Africa are WHO estimates.

Source: Reprinted from CPI (2015). Copyright CPI 2015 Transparency International: the global coalition against corruption. Used with permission. For more 
information, visit www.transparency.org.


